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While some call this the Dispensation of Innocence, we use Edenic Dispensation 
to emphasize its unique Garden setting. This name highlights humanity's expulsion 
from Eden as the key judgment, marking the end of direct communion with God—a 
condition that awaits restoration in the Eternal State. 
UNIQUENESS OF THE EDENIC DISPENSATION 

The Edenic Dispensation, from Genesis 1:26 through Genesis 2, marks a unique 
period in human history. Beginning with man's creation in God's image, it shifted 
from earth's preparation to humanity's stewardship role. As God's image-bearers, 
humans were given the ability to reason, make moral choices, and commune directly 
with God. 

While creation's first five days set the stage for humanity, the dispensation 
proper begins with mankind's role in Eden. The period's defining features—human 
innocence, sinlessness, and direct divine communion—appear again only in the 
future Eternal State (Revelation 21:3). 

THE INNOCENCE OF HUMANITY 
In the Edenic Dispensation, Adam and Eve lived in perfect innocence, free from 

sin and its effects. Created pure, they existed without shame or guilt, as shown in 
Genesis 2:25: they were "naked and not ashamed." Their complete openness with 
each other and God demonstrated their untainted state. 

This innocence meant more than just avoiding wrong—it was a state of perfect 
harmony. Their entire being aligned with God's purpose, creating unbroken 
relationships with Him, each other, and creation. 

Living in this pure state, they enjoyed perfect peace and focused solely on their 
divine tasks: tending Eden and ruling over creation (Genesis 1:28). However, this 
state depended on their continued obedience to God's Word. 

Though their eventual disobedience ended this period, their sinless existence 
showed what perfect communion with God and creation could be. 

LIFE WITHOUT SIN 
In the Edenic Dispensation, Adam and Eve lived in perfect harmony, untouched by 

sin's effects. 
Physical Life: Eden provided an ideal environment with abundant provision and 

no pain, suffering, or death. Every need was met effortlessly in this uncorrupted 
world. 

Relational Life: Their relationships were perfect - both with each other, showing 
complete trust and unity (Genesis 2:25), and with God, enjoying direct fellowship and 
His presence without fear (Genesis 3:8). 

Purpose and Responsibility: God gave them meaningful work as His stewards 
(Genesis 1:28). Their tasks of tending Eden and ruling creation were joyful, free from 
toil, and allowed them to express their God-given abilities. 

Purpose and Responsibility: Adam and Eve were not idle in Eden but were given 
meaningful work by God. Their role was to rule and subdue the earth as His 
representatives, reflecting His authority and character in their stewardship (Genesis 
1:28). Work itself was a source of joy, free from the frustration and toil that would 
later define labor under the curse. Caring for the garden and exercising dominion 
over creation were fulfilling tasks, allowing them to express their God-given 
creativity and responsibility. 

DIRECT DIVINE COMMUNION 
In Eden, God personally taught and guided Adam, establishing a unique 

relationship not seen in later times. He interacted directly with Adam rather than 
through intermediaries. 

These encounters were physical and immediate, with God's presence clearly 
known (Genesis 3:8). Their relationship was completely open, free from sin's 
barriers. 

Key examples show this closeness: 
Naming the animals: God brought creatures to Adam for naming (Genesis 2:19-

20), showing their collaborative relationship. 
Providing a companion: God created Eve in response to Adam's need (Genesis 

2:21-22), demonstrating His direct care. 
The Fall ended this direct communion, creating a separation that will only be 

restored in the Eternal State (Revelation 21:3). 
THE UNIQUE NATURE OF THE EDENIC DISPENSATION 
The Edenic Dispensation was unique in history. After the Fall, humanity lost both 

its innocence and direct communion with God. This period shows humanity's original 
purpose and what was lost through disobedience. 
THE TEST OF GOD’S WORD 

Throughout history, God has tested humanity differently in each dispensation, 
offering opportunities to walk with Him despite the fall. The first test came in Eden, 
focusing on obedience to God's Word. 

This pattern continued through later dispensations, with each test examining 
humanity's trust in God's revealed will. The amount of divine revelation varied 
between dispensations, making it incorrect to apply later knowledge to earlier 
periods. 

In Eden, the test was simple: don't eat from the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil (Genesis 2:17). This tested their trust in God's Word over alternatives. 

Satan challenged this by asking "Hath God said?" and offering two lies: 
"Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil" (Gen 3:5) – Though created in God's 

image, this lie made them compete with God rather than embrace their likeness to 
Him. 

"Ye shall not surely die" (Gen. 3:4) – denying the consequence of disobedience. 
Adam and Eve failed by believing Satan's lies rather than God's truth. 

 


