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I. A Prophet Who Flees What He Knows

(Jonah 1:1-3)

e Jonah is commissioned to preach against Nineveh, a violent and foreign city
known for cruelty.

e The text deliberately withholds genealogy or credentials, forcing attention
on God’s command.

e Jonah’s flight is intentional and calculated, not impulsive.

o He flees not from danger, but from the consequences of God’s mercy toward
enemies.

« Jonah anticipates repentance and divine relenting before it happens.

e His resistance is theological: he understands God’s character and refuses to
cooperate with it.

II. Outsiders Respond Better Than the Prophet
(Jonah 1:4-16)

e The LORD sends a storm, asserting sovereignty over the sea and the mission.

e Pagan sailors respond with fear, prayer, and moral restraint.

e Jonah sleeps through judgment, unmoved by peril.

o The sailors labor to preserve life; Jonah is willing to die.

e Jonah confesses identity without repentance, choosing death over obedience.
e The sailors come to fear the LORD exceedingly, offering sacrifices and vows.

III. Deliverance That Preserves Without Reforming
(Jonah 1:17; 2:1-10)

e The great fish is appointed for preservation, not punishment.
e Jonah’s descent precedes the fish; the fish interrupts death.

e Jonah prays reflectively, recounting deliverance rather than pleading for it.
o His prayer is saturated with Scripture and theological precision.

o Jonah thanks God for rescue but never names his sin of fleeing.

e Deliverance restores Jonah’s life, not yet his will.

IV. Reluctant Preaching and Unwanted Repentance

(Jonah 3:1-10)
¢ God repeats the commission, emphasizing persistence rather than replace-
ment.

e Jonah obeys outwardly with minimal proclamation.

e Nineveh responds immediately, from the common people to the king.

e Repentance is public, comprehensive, and urgent.

e God relents from announced judgment, acting consistently with His character.
e The success of the mission intensifies Jonah’s internal resistance.

V. Anger Reveals the Heart of the Prophet

(Jonah 4:1-11)
e Jonah is displeased because God acts exactly as expected.

He admits mercy was the reason for his flight.

o Jonah accurately recites God’s gracious character.

o His theology is correct; his compassion is selective.

o The plant episode exposes Jonah’s concern for comfort over people.
e God ends with a question, leaving Jonah—and the reader—exposed.

e Some Jewish traditions identify Jonah as the son of the widow of Zarephath
raised by Elijah.

e This speculation attempts to explain Jonah’s authority, reluctance, and
depth.

e In this view, Jonah had already experienced death and restoration.

e Jonah’s mission to Gentiles would not be his first encounter with God’s
mercy toward outsiders.

« His prayer language, especially descent to Sheol, is read as experiential rather
than metaphorical.

e These traditions are theological reflections, not textual conclusions.

VII. Jonah as a Sign: Rejection, Judgment, and Vindication

o Jesus refers to Jonah as a sign, not a chronological mechanism.

e Some interpret “three days and three nights” as a demand for a literal
72-hour burial.

e This assumes “the heart of the earth” refers to the tomb, which the text
does not state.

e Biblically, “the heart of the earth” more naturally refers to Jerusalem, the
center of the land.

e Jonah’s sign involves being given over to judgment and emerging alive.
e Jesus’ sign involves rejection, condemnation, and vindication in Jerusalem.

The emphasis is theological and typological, not mathematical.



